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Whilst I propose and intend to go into the infantry, be

stationed in the Far West, out of the reach of what is

'termed civilization, and there remain as long; as possible."

In June, 1840,110 received his diploma. The class had
originally numbered more than one hundred, but had
been reduced to forty-three. In reviewing, from the
point of view of maturer years, his life at West Point,
General Sherman wrote: "At the Academy I was not
considered a good soldier, for at no time was I selected for
any office, but remained a private throughout the whole
four years. Then, as now, neatness in dress and farm,
with a strict conformity to the rules, were the qualifi-
cations required for office, and I suppose I was found not
to excel in any of these. In studies I always held a re-
spectable reputation with the professors, and generally
ranked among the best, especially in drawing, chemistry,
mathematics and natural philosophy. My average de-
merits, per annum, were about one hundred and fifty,
which reduced my final class standing from number four
to number six."

It is of interest to observe that Sherman's rank at West
Point was higher than that of Grant, who was gradu-
ated three years later. Grant stood twenty-first in his
class. In the details of engineering and of deportment,
especially, Sherman surpassed his illustrious comrade.
But from this fact no moral may profitably be drawn,
except that of Mr, Toots, that such " grades " are of no
consequence whatever. For many of those who/ar out-
ranked both Grant and Sherman at the school, remained
in after life unknown to fame. wishes and intentions will clash with my incli<
